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For my project I decided to make my own Tarot Card, the Mixed Child. This was a 

personal process for me and I feel that I legitimately asked myself some questions that I haven’t 

before. I am a mixed child myself with my mother being a mix of Caucasian races and my dad 

being Korean. Being raised in an interracial family isn’t something I questioned very much 

growing up and it wasn’t until high school and college that I started to realize the cultural 

clashes in my life and how that has affected who I have made friends with, the type of people I 

have dated, the type of foods I like, really all aspects of my life are a direct consequence of my 

upbringing. The quote from The Best We Could Do, “Oh no… white rice, again?” (38 Bui) really 

resonated with me because it reminded me of the dinners I used to have with my parents every 

night. Every night my mom used to make white rice for my dad but would rarely eat any herself. 

Then the next night my dad would make some Korean food but would tone down the spiciness 

level for my mother to the point where the dish was distinctly different than the original Korean 

dish. This isn’t to reinforce the stereotypes that Asian people eat rice all the time or that white 

people can’t handle spicy foods but is a good example of how in an interracial marriage there 

must be compromise and a merging of cultures just like how Asians come to migrate and mix 

into American culture. Another quote that stood out to me was, “How much of ME is my own, 

and how much is tamped into my blood and bone, predestined,” (Bui 324). This quote reminds 

me of my relationship with my older brother. My oldest brother followed the rules and 

“followed the path” so to speak. Didn’t show much internal conflict, and racial identity 

struggles. When growing up I was afraid that I too was destined to follow the path and be a 

repeat of my brother. In a lot of ways, I am a repeat of my oldest brother, but that is not 

necessarily a bad thing. I also realized as I grew older that it is dangerous to ignore identity 



questions and sweep them under the rug. Being a mixed child and the problems and conflicts 

associated with it are something I should discuss and speak freely about. This project and class 

has helped me answer some of these questions and struggles and made me realize the value of 

racial studies and as well as the dangers of ignoring them and attempting to reach 

colorblindness. I have not felt like a victim of racism in my life, but racism isn’t the only negative 

side of being Asian American and has made me more aware of the internal conflicts within 

people around me. It is not the magnitude, or the severity of people’s conflicts compared to 

others that define how we should approach these topics. Everybody has problems they deal 

with day to day and everyone’s problems are real and serious enough to be discussed and 

helped. 

 

Tarot Card Image explanation  

Alright. So, I admit I probably got a little carried away on this part. Here’s some 

explanation. I love Tim Allen. No, but really the quotes are things I hear regularly from people 

I’ve recently met along with weird stares and confused looks. I used a Microsoft 2000s era word 

art to give it that rustic feel. I deep fried most of my images to give the piece more serenity 

overall. A twinkie is a pretty obvious Hostess product I’ve been compared to in middle school 

and high school. That dragon donkey thing in the bottom left is Donkey and Dragon’s child from 

the first Shrek movie showing some nice interracial child acceptance and appreciation. I put a 

bunch of Tim Allen pictures because… Okay I don’t have a very good explanation for those or 

the Kramer, but they’re on there. And I’m not taking them off. Thanks. 


